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SUBJECT: ENERGY CRISIS: MOZAMBIQUE MISCELLANY 
REF: LOURENCO MARQUES 799 

1. THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN FUEL RESTRICTIONS ANNOUNCED 
REFTEL, EXCEPT THAT SELECTED LIST OF GAS STATIONS OUTSIDE 
MAIN CITIES HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED OPERATE ON WEEKENDS AND 
HOLIDAYS, INCLUDING STATIONS IN MAIN ENTRY TOWNS OF RESSANO 
GARCIA (FOR TRANSVAAL), NAMAACHA (FOR SWAZILAND), AND PONTA 
DO OURO. IN LOURENCO MARQUES, WEEKEND TRAVELLING HAS SLOWED 
ONLY MARGINALLY, WITH MORE PEOPLE DRIVING AROUND TOWN THAN 
ATTEMPTING LONG TRIPS. FILLING STATIONS HAVE SUFFERED FROM 
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PERIODIC RUNS, WITH STATIONS RUNNING DRY AFTER BEING PAT- 
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RONIZED BY LONG LINES OF WAITING CARS NOT UNCOMMON, ESPECIALLY 
FRIDAY AFTERNOONS. UPCOUNTRY, PRESS IS BEGINNING TO REPORT 
SHORTAGES OF FUEL, ESPECIALLY DIESEL NEEDED FOR TRUCKS AND 
AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS. 

2. PRESS HAS ANNOUNCED THAT CABINDA PREPARED TO PROVIDE 
ALL CRUDE OIL MOZAMBIQUE’S SONAREP REFINERY REQUIRES. BUT 
HAS NOT MENTIONED THE REFINERY MODIFICATIONS THAT REPORTEDLY 
WILL BE NEEDED. SONAP (PORTUGUESE OIL COMPANY) HAS CHARTERED 
AT LEAST ONE TANKER (PANAMA FLAG), AND DESPATCHED IT TO 
CABINDA. WE HAVE HEARD REPORT THAT ANOTHER CHARTERED TANKER 
LEFT A WEEK AGO FOR PERSIAN GULF TO PICK UP IRAQI OIL; 

THERE SEEMS TO BE LOCAL BELIEF THAT IRAQ NOT JOINING BOYCOTT. 
SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS NOVEMBER 30 REPORTS THAT TANKER WAS FORCED 
TO UNLOAD SAUDI OIL WHEN MOZAMBIQUE DISCOVERED TO BE 
DESTINATION; TWO OTHERS REPORTEDLY GOT AWAY FROM PORT IN TIME. 
CHANCE VISIT TO OIL TERMINAL DECEMBER 2 DISCLOSED TWO TANKERS; 
ONE SONAP TANKER APPARENTLY COMPLETING DISCHARGE OF OIL. 

AND ONE LADEN SOUTH AFRICAN TANKER (AFRICAN SHELL) REPORTEDLY 
CARRYING GASOLINE FROM DURBAN REFINERY FOR TRANS-SHIPMENT 
TO TRANSVAAL. 

3. BUNKER FUEL FOR SHIPPING IN VERY SHORT SUPPLY. AND BEING 
DOLED OUT IN DROPS BY SONAREP REFINERY; CALTEX HAS BEEN 
ALLOCATED ONLY 416 TONS FOR MONTH OF DECEMBER. SHIPS GENERALLY 
BEING GIVEN ONLY ENOUGH FUEL TO REACH NEXT PORT. PLUS 10 
PERCENT FOR CONTINGENCIES, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER ADDITIONAL 
FUEL WILL BE AVAILABLE THERE. 

4. THOUGH GASOLINE SUPPOSED TO BE ONLY AVAILABLE TO FILL 
AUTOMOBILE GAS TANKS, FILLING STATION IN AT LEAST ONE RESORT 
TOWN WAS RECENTLY OFFERING FILL GAS CANS FOR PLEASURE MOTOR 
BOATS PRIVATELY BEHIND STATION; NEITHER PLEASURE BOATING 
NOR FLYING HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS. 

5. THERE ARE FEW IF ANY SIGNS OF SERIOUS PUBLIC CONCERN 
WITH FUEL CRISIS, THOUGH GENERALLY BELIEVED THAT LARGE 
NUMBERS OF PEOPLE ARE HOARDING GASOLINE. THERE SEEMS TO BE 
CERTAIN TENDENCY TO ORGANIZE CAR POOLS, ETC., BUT MORE 
BECAUSE OF GREATLY INCREASED COST OF GASOLINE THAN BECAUSE 
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OF SCARCITY. 

6. TAP AIRLINES REPORTEDLY TOPPING UP WITH JET FUEL HERE. 

WHERE THERE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE LARGE RESERVES, AND 
DISCHARGING SOME OF IT IN LUANDA WHERE GREATER SHORTAGE 
EXISTS. 

7. COMMENT: SO FAR. AVERAGE MAN'S LIFE HERE HAS HARDLY 
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BEEN TOUCHED BY WORLD ENERGY CRISIS. 

VAN OSS 
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